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BROOKLAND GREENS — CANNING VALE 
Grievance 

MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.18 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Lands about a call from my Canning Vale and Brookland Greens community for Landgate to name our local park 
Brookland Greens. In 2019–20, Gosnells councillors at a council workshop approved a change of the park name 
to Sandringham Park, also known in our systems as reserve 44848, lot 3010, plan 51244. At the time, despite being 
very hardworking councillors, they did not consider a need to consult or discuss with the community, which led 
to the council submitting a name change to Landgate for the park that we ask to be corrected today. I have been 
a councillor for this area and I have been a state member of Parliament for the Brookland Greens community for 
a while, and I continue to work closely with the Brookland Greens community in Canning Vale and with all the 
local councillors and the council executive. Council has now written to Landgate requesting that the park name be 
changed again, but this time to Brookland Greens. 
The history is that the park had never actually been named Brookland Greens, but that was the name of the estate 
some 20 years ago. The developer installed many beautiful rustic-style coloured Brookland Greens signs around 
the park so that we, myself included, and the majority of Canning Vale, simply knew the park as Brookland Greens. 
It was only after the council requested the name change to Sandringham Park, and then the council’s decision to 
replace all signage that said Brookland Greens, that most of us found out that our park had never actually been called 
Brookland Greens. The council, seeking to be of help, sought to update park signage as a priority, but inadvertently 
further frustrated the community of Brookland Greens by seeking to remove that signage and replace it with 
blue-and-green signs. 
I believe that all our local residents appreciate the work that the City of Gosnells council does in maintaining our 
parks and services in the community, but many were frustrated at the council’s desire to change signs when there 
were some community concerns about how park amenities, bins and footpaths had not been upgraded. The residents 
recently presented a petition to council asking for this name change to Brookland Greens, but I acknowledge that 
many residents remember that only a few years ago those same residents presented a petition to Gosnells council 
asking for more gym equipment in this park. They all pay a higher special area rate, so they requested more gym 
equipment, but the council instead decided to build a barbecue, which was not received well by residents. Since 
then, some residents are sceptical about raising petitions and matters with their council, but I want all residents 
of my community to know that they should continue to work very, very closely with our council, and with our 
councillors and team, because they do an amazing job. We are very lucky to have some amazing Gosnells councillors 
and council staff, and I know that when our community continues to engage with them well, we will always get 
great results. 
I would particularly like to mention Councillor Williamson and Councillor Hort, who, when this matter came 
to council, had already resolved and moved motions that if the minister is able to assist us today with the name 
of our park, the council will not change the local signage, which I think is a fantastic move. I think that will be 
received well by my community. Going forward, I strongly encourage all residents to send their suggestions for 
park maintenance and park amenities in writing directly to council@gosnells.wa.gov.au after they have raised this 
with the Gosnells councillors, to ensure that everyone’s queries are responded to. I am always more than happy to 
be included in correspondence to assist the council and community. 
I acknowledge the fantastic Brookland Green Ratepayers and Residents Association, particularly our new president 
Chris Langford; Tash Olde, our secretary; and Maxine Dashwood, who is now a member but also a great leader, and 
I guess patron saint of the Brookland Green Ratepayers and Residents Association. I would like to thank its executive 
for the development of the community petition and the movement to get this done. The minister’s assistance in this 
matter as the minister responsible for Landgate will assist the council, me and our community in Brookland Greens. 
We, the community of Canning Vale and Brookland Greens, ask today that our park be named Brookland Greens. 
MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Lands) [9.23 am]: It is my pleasure to accept this grievance. First of 
all, I want to acknowledge the hard work and advocacy of the member for Southern River in raising this issue with 
me. He has an incredible tenacity to focus on detail to engage his local community. I used to share an office with 
him and I know well the number of phone calls he made in his direct engagement with the community. In fact, 
I do not think anyone else beats him in engaging local communities. I have never seen someone call so many local 
residents. That was probably reflected in him receiving one of the largest swings at the last state election. 
I know that naming is really important. Some people may be dismissive about this, but as a former mayor and now 
as the Minister for Local Government; Lands, I know just how important names can be to local communities, whether 
it is a park, a road or even a suburb. I know the power of local community organisations and town teams and what 
they do. They have a sense of ownership over a place, a park or a precinct and this is incredibly important. The 
Canning Vale community, particularly the Brookland Green Ratepayers and Residents Association, is passionate 
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about Brookland Greens as a name. I want to recognise the residents organisation’s passionate, consistent, ongoing 
advocacy and sense of care for that park. We want to see more of this and we want to see local governments help 
facilitate this. 
Regarding the actual name change process, for members who are not familiar, this is handled through Landgate. 
Naming requests are routinely handled under delegation by the agency from me, unless they are contentious or matters 
of state significance. Landgate applies the policy and standards for geographical naming in Western Australia, 
which is nationally consistent and states that any renaming must include evidence of a compelling reason to change. 
Renaming proposals are generated by the local government, which has a role to play in gathering the evidence, 
assessing the application, engaging with Landgate to highlight potential issues, undertaking broad consultation, and 
submitting a report and recommendation to council. Then, if endorsed by its council, the local government submits 
a proposal to Landgate for approval. This is why local government is critical. I think local government should take 
an open, considered approach to these matters, recognising that people can be very passionate about a name change 
on both sides. Some people can argue and advocate for a name change and there can be other people who say, 
“No, I like the current name for these particular reasons.” We should never underestimate that. In fact, if we speak 
to local members here, they will say that that is often one of the big challenges. 
I am pleased to say that in this case, with the powerful advocacy of the local community group, Landgate has approved 
the name change to Brookland Greens. This is a positive story of how a local member who works incredibly hard 
with his local community and a residents organisation that clearly has care, love and a sense of community have 
been able to make this positive change. This is the kind of story that we want to see in our local community, 
whereby local community organisations are facilitated and assisted. Ultimately, in this case, based on the evidence 
before us, this is the right decision. That will not always happen. Sometimes groups can push a particular issue 
when there is not enough evidence or it may cause confusion. That happens more in relation to suburb naming 
when there is contention and can create confusion, so we have to look at the evidence, but in this case it is clear 
with the renaming of the park that there is enough evidence to rename it Brookland Greens. Congratulations again to 
the local member and congratulations in particular to the Brookland Green Ratepayers and Residents Association 
for its advocacy and hard work. I want to thank the association. Its hard work has paid off and I am very pleased 
that Landgate has approved this name change.  
 


	BROOKLAND GREENS — CANNING VALE
	Grievance


